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January 3, 2016 
Dear Appointments Committee:

It is my pleasure to enthusiastically recommend Mr. Dean RAMSER as an exceptional candidate for a position as an instructor of English literature, composition and rhetoric, creative writing, and critical and cultural theory. 
I had the pleasure of serving as Dean’s professor for two extremely challenging M.A. classes at California State University, Los Angeles: African Diasporic Poetics of Space, and Poetry Seminar. In Poetry Seminar, he skillfully adapted the MA-level course materials—including the history and theory of lyric poetry, and class writing exercises—to his own teaching curricula. The results were shared with our class, which his peers found inspiring and illuminating. In African Diasporic Poetics of Space, a highly advanced critical theory course, Dean delved with keen insight into issues relating to educational challenges in Africa and theories of Pan-African education. His ideas also held great applicability to wider national and international educational policies and practices. This project produced invitations to deliver his results at two competitive professional conferences.

Earning an A in both of these courses, Dean was a true group leader, and performed at the pinnacle of achievement amongst an extremely proficient pool of classmates. In both classes, he demonstrated his passionate commitment to pedagogy, the intellectual process, and the importance of quality education at all levels in society. In my experience, Dean is delightful in a group setting, formerly as a student and now as a colleague. He is quick to encourage and support the ideas of others, a respectful listener and a superb communicator who excels at building a spirit of collaboration to achieve the best possible educational results.  
In 2012-13, I had the great pleasure of being appointed to write a faculty observation of Dean’s teaching for the Part-Time Instructors' Review Committee of Cal State L.A.’s English Department. This session of Dean’s Composition and Rhetoric class was one of the most impressive displays of classroom management and curricular design and delivery that I have ever observed. I rated him “Outstanding” in every category. His pedagogy was extremely inventive yet crystal clear. Every student was tremendously engaged, enthused and energized. The session contained a substantial component of peer review in which all class members displayed an impressively high level of knowledge, skill and participation due to the obvious quality of instruction, direction and encouragement that they had received from Dean throughout the term.. 
In the ten years that I have worked with Dean—first as a student, and now as a colleague—he has displayed exceptional commitment, discipline, focus, intellectual depth, sense of purpose, verbal and literary proficiency, patience, and desire to serve a diverse population of students effectively. I can attest to his consistency, reliability, motivation and quality of his level of preparation and skills. I have been constantly amazed at his energy, authentic concern for others, positive attitude, and fulfillment of goals that always meet and typically exceed expectations.    

The English Department at Cal State L.A. has been enriched by Dean’s participation. That level of enthusiastic support for Dean is widely held among students, faculty and administrators alike. Based on the quality of his teaching, research, service, and character, I enthusiastically recommend Dean RAMSER to you as an ideally suited colleague and instructor who will be an asset to his students, colleagues, department, and institution.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if additional information about this exceptional candidate would be useful to you.
Sincerely,


Lauri Ramey, PhD

Director, Center for Contemporary Poetry and Poetics

Professor, Department of English 
Tel: 323.343.4165 (office)

Email: Lramey@calstatela.edu 
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